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EcoDistricts Summit Recap:  
A Global Summit Dedicated to Regenerating Cities,  

From the Neighborhood Up 
 
September 24-26, 2014, five-hundred and fifty people gathered from over 100 cities 
across the globe at Washington D.C.’s Marriott Marquis to test out ideas and create 
new knowledge of how to make our cities more livable.  Washington, D.C. was 
chosen as the host city because of its ability to teach attendees by example, 
offering off-site tours of the District’s active projects. 

Rob Bennett, founding CEO of EcoDistricts welcomed attendees to the summit with 
the challenge, “World class urban regeneration requires a new way of doing 
business.” Some of the current participants in this movement include some of North 
America’s most innovative and influential cities including Atlanta, Boston, 
Cambridge, Denver, Los Angeles, Ottawa, Ontario and Washington, D.C.  
However, innovators across the globe were there representing best practices and 
leading edge technologies that are assisting the EcoDistrict cooperative groups to 
maximize their potential. 

So what exactly is an EcoDistrict? Pilot projects are transforming over 1,300 acres of 
existing neighborhoods, downtown areas, business districts, historical precincts, 
brownfield sites, and university campuses into EcoDistricts. Tens of millions of square 
feet of real estate occupied by tens of thousands of existing and new residents, 
workers, visitors and students will now include and provide access to amenties 
available in EcoDistricts including energy efficient, affordable, accessible, and 
equitable housing, high performing, integrated, and low impact infrastructure, and 
of course public space that builds an active community. EcoDistricts require 
cooperation amongst leaders in government, the private sector, and community-
based organizations who are supported by next generation research institutions, 
think tanks, and intermediaries.  

The opening keynote speaker, Charles Montgomery, author, Happy City, provided 
history on the effects of the social disconnection in our cities with human health.  
He challenged the audience to understand how our urban design can influence 
our thoughts, feelings and actions, in turn making us a happier society. 
 
D.C. Mayor, Vincent Gray, welcomed attendees with pride, echoing Charles 
Montgomery’s vision for a happy and healthy D.C.  The mayor boasted about the 
St. Elizabeth’s EcoDistrict, 8 million bike rides in the D.C. Capital Bikeshare, 100 million 
plus square feet of LEED certified buildings, more green roofs per capita than any 
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city, one of the top three Green Communities with Seattle, WA and North 
Hampton, MA, and the number one green power community in the country. 
 
One of the many breakout sessions featured leading edge technologies that are 
helping cities and EcoDistricts reach optimal performance.  Antwi Akom from San 
Francisco State University presented on his non-profit, I-SEEED, which facilitates the 
sharing of knowledge and resources between schools, businesses, universities, and 
communities.  A mobile app that the non-profit created and supports called 
Streetwize (Figure 1) helps gather feedback from all users on the quality of 
amenities in urban areas.  It measures community thriving and wellness across 
neighborhoods, moving away from the prescriptive approach (telling people what 
the “at risk” or “resource rich” neighborhoods are within a “black box”), and 
empowers citizens to define their own “at risk” and “resource rich” assets in their 
communities within a transparent application based on their own criteria.   
 

 
Figure 1 
 
Erin Barnes from ioby.org  - IOBY being the opposite of NIMBY (not in my back yard) 
– presented on how training resources and leaders within neighborhoods with tools 
like digital crowd-sourcing and feedback data can help small groups of neighbors 
complete neighborhood improvement projects.  The final technology presenter 
was Laura Schewel, founder of Streetlight Data, a technology company that 
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measures how people move.  The company collects messy, disparate data about 
how people use their cities and turns it into actionable analytics for marketing, 
planning and more. 
 
Another breakout session presented a strategy towards district energy and more 
resilient energy systems.  Brad Bradford and Rob Thornton, Community Energy 
Planner and President and CEO, respectively, with the International District Energy 
Association presented the Stages of Development for district energy and the 
extensive resources their organization has to help communities succeed.  A local 
spotlight was put on Richard Dooley with Arlington County on the AIRE Community 
Energy Plan, which focuses on energy efficiency, heat recovery and renewable 
energy. 
 
If you’re interested in learning more about EcoDistricts here in Capital, the District of 
Columbia Target Cities Projects include: 

• St Elizabeths – Congress Heights EcoDistrict 
• SW EcoDistrict 
• DowntownDC EcoDistrict 

 
 
EcoDistrict resources include: 

• EcoDistricts Target Cities projects and Protocol: 
http://ecodistricts.org/ 

• I-SEEED:  http://iseeed.org/ 
• Streetlight Data:  http://www.streetlightdata.com/ 
• IOBY: http://ioby.org/ 
• International District Energy Association: 

http://www.districtenergy.org/ 
 

http://ecodistricts.org/
http://ioby.org/
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